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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS 

FORT WORTH DIVISION 

 

JOHN DAVIS, §  

 §  

     Plaintiff, §  

 §  

v. § Civil Action No.  4:22-cv-00970-O 

 §  

INGA DOW, et al., §  

 §  

     Defendants. §  

 

ORDER 

 

 On December 5, 2022, Plaintiff filed a Motion for Substituted Service of Process (ECF No. 

15). Through his motion, Plaintiff requests the Court to authorize substituted service of process on 

Defendant Inga Dow. 

 According to Plaintiff’s filing, Defendant Dow lives in a gated community. A process 

server has attempted to serve Defendant Dow on three occasions but has been denied entry by the 

gate security guard each time. During one of those service attempts, the security guard called 

Defendant Dow’s residence and spoke with Defendant Dow’s husband, who advised that 

Defendant Dow would not accept the legal documents. The process server also attempted to serve 

Defendant Dow through her attorneys in another related case in the Northern District of Texas, 

which is currently before Judge Pittman; that attempt proved unsuccessful as well. Based on this 

information, the Court finds that Defendant Dow is intentionally evading service. 

 In such cases where a defendant seeks to evade service, the rules governing civil 

proceedings before this Court allow for substituted service of process. Particularly, Rule 4(e)(1) 

of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure provides that an individual may be served by “following 

state law for serving a summons in an action brought in courts of general jurisdiction in the state 
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where the district court is located or where service is made.” Furthermore, Texas Rule of Civil 

Procedure 106(b) allows for substituted service by (1) leaving a copy of the summons and 

complaint with anyone older than sixteen at the residence; or (2) “in any manner, including 

electronically by social media, email, or other technology, that the statement or other evidence 

shows will be reasonably effective to give the defendant notice of the suit.” Here, Plaintiff requests 

to serve Defendant Inga Dow by leaving a copy of the Summons and Complaint with the security 

guard at the front gate of Defendant Dow’s residence. The Court finds that this method of 

alternative service will be reasonably effective to give the defendant notice of the suit.  

 Therefore, pursuant to Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 4(e)(1) and of the Texas Rule of 

Civil Procedure 106(b), the Court GRANTS Plaintiff’s Motion for Substituted Service (ECF No. 

15) and ORDERS that service of the Summons and Complaint upon Defendant Inga Dow may be 

effected by leaving a copy of the Summons and Complaint with the security guard at the front gate 

of Defendant Dow’s residence.  

 SO ORDERED on this 14th day of December, 2022. 
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